155.   LETTER TO M. PRATAP

POST ANDHERI,
March 15, 1924

DEAR  FRIEND,

I was glad to receive your letter. When I went to Prem Vidya-
laya, I believe Bhai Kotwal talked to me about you. Whilst it is
true that we seem to see in Nature both the benignant and the
malignant forces in full activity, I am convinced that it is the
prerogative of man to rise superior to the eternal duel and to attain
equanimity, and the only way we can do so is by practising to the
fullest extent the truth-force, otherwise described as love-force or
soul-force. You will not expect me to argue out the point. I can
only place before you rny conviction based upon prolonged expe-
rience during which I cannot recall a single occasion when this
force has not completely answered. No doubt it requires the culti-
vation of patience, humility and the like.

Totors sincerely,

M. PRATAP, ESQ.
BAGH BABER
KABUL

From a photostat: S.N. 8499

156.   LETTER TO ABBAS TTABJF
POST ANDHERI,
March 15, 1924
MY DEAR FRIEND,
"Cheer, boys, cheer, no more of idle sorrow." Why worry
about anything? There is an under-note2 of sorrowful despair
about your letter3. Better that, however, than nothing. You want
me to whip you into cheerfulness and for my encouragement you
cite the noble example of your cousin in Zanzibar. Only, he had
1 Abbas Tyabji (1853-1936); former judge of Baroda High Court; nationa-
list Muslim leader of Gujarat.' He was one of the Commissioners appointed by
the Punjab sub-committee of the Congress to report on the Punjab disorders.
2 Perhaps a slip for "undertone"
3 This was dated March 13.